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Creation of the DC60 Heavy Ion Cyclotron for the Interdisciplinary Scientiˇc and Research Complex
(ISRC) in Astana was started in early 2004. In the summer of 2006 the units of the cyclotron complex
after their manufacturing and complex testing at the Flerov Laboratory of Nuclear Reactions, JINR, were
delivered to Astana and assembled in the ISRC building. Physical start-up of the cyclotron took place
in September 2006 and in December there were obtained accelerated and extracted heavy-ion beams in
the whole of the projected range.

The complex based on the DC60 cyclotron is intended for applied and fundamental research using
beams of accelerated ions from carbon to xenon with energies from 0.34 to 1.77 MeV/nucleon, as well
as for experiments on the channel of low-energy ion beams received from an ECR source with extraction
intensities of up to 25 kV.

On the DC60 cyclotron the accelerated ions energy variation is carried out through changing the
ion charge, a possibility of smooth variation of ion energy by ±30% of the nominal value by means of
changing the cyclotron magnetic ˇeld is also envisaged.

Within the framework of commissioning the DC60 cyclotron, a number of experiments have been
carried out on accelerating charged particle beams in the main points of the working diagram:

• Investigation of acceleration modes for ions of nitrogen, argon, krypton (14N2+, 40Ar4+, 40Ar5+,
40Ar7+, 84Kr12+) on the 4th and 6th harmonics of RF accelerating voltage in the whole range of
magnetic ˇeld variations.

• Investigation of possibilities for bunching the beam with a buncher and of the in	uence of injected
beam intensity on the acceleration efˇciency.

• A beam has been extracted from the accelerator with an efˇciency exceeding 60%.
• Accelerated ion beam of krypton (84Kr12+) with a current of up to 2 μA was extracted into a

beam transport channel, shaped and transported to a technological facility for polymer ˇlm irradiation.
There has been shaped the irradiation ˇeld with a required particle 	ux density and homogeneity, and
experimental irradiation of polymer ˇlm has been carried out.

• Investigation of the modes of operational correction of the magnetic ˇeld with radial correcting
coils of the cyclotron.
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‘μ§¤ ´¨¥ Í¨±²μÉ·μ´  ÉÖ¦¥²ÒÌ ¨μ´μ¢ „–-60 ¤²Ö Œ¥¦¤¨¸Í¨¶²¨´ ·´μ£μ ´ ÊÎ´μ-¨¸¸²¥-
¤μ¢ É¥²Ó¸±μ£μ ±μ³¶²¥±¸  (Œ�ˆŠ) ¢ �¸É ´¥ ¡Ò²μ ´ Î Éμ ¢ ´ Î ²¥ 2004 £. �μ¸²¥ ¨§£μÉμ¢²¥´¨Ö ¨
±μ³¶²¥±¸´μ° ¶·μ¢¥·±¨ Ê§²μ¢ Ê¸±μ·¨É¥²Ö ¢ ‹ ¡μ· Éμ·¨¨ Ö¤¥·´ÒÌ ·¥ ±Í¨° ¨³. ƒ. �.”²¥·μ¢  �ˆŸˆ
Í¨±²μÉ·μ´´Ò° ±μ³¶²¥±¸ ¡Ò² ¶μ¸É ¢²¥´ ¨ ¸³μ´É¨·μ¢ ´ ²¥Éμ³ 2006 £. ¢ §¤ ´¨¨ Œ�ˆŠ ¢ �¸É ´¥. ‚
¸¥´ÉÖ¡·¥ ¡Ò² μ¸ÊÐ¥¸É¢²¥´ Ë¨§¨Î¥¸±¨° ¶Ê¸± Ê¸±μ·¨É¥²Ö, ¢ ¤¥± ¡·¥ 2006 £. ¶μ²ÊÎ¥´Ò Ê¸±μ·¥´´Ò¥ ¨
¢Ò¢¥¤¥´´Ò¥ ¶ÊÎ±¨ ÉÖ¦¥²ÒÌ ¨μ´μ¢ ¢μ ¢¸¥³ ¶·μ¥±É´μ³ ¤¨ ¶ §μ´¥.

Šμ³¶²¥±¸ ´  ¡ §¥ Í¨±²μÉ·μ´  „–-60 ¶·¥¤´ §´ Î¥´ ¤²Ö ¶·μ¢¥¤¥´¨Ö ¶·¨±² ¤´ÒÌ ¨ ´ ÊÎ-
´ÒÌ ¨¸¸²¥¤μ¢ ´¨° ´  ¶ÊÎ± Ì Ê¸±μ·¥´´ÒÌ ¨μ´μ¢ μÉ Ê£²¥·μ¤  ¤μ ±¸¥´μ´  ¸ Ô´¥·£¨° μÉ 0,34 ¤μ
1,77 ŒÔ‚/´Ê±²μ´,   É ±¦¥ ¤²Ö Ô±¸¶¥·¨³¥´Éμ¢ ´  ± ´ ²¥ ¶ÊÎ±μ¢ ¨μ´μ¢ ´¨§±¨Ì Ô´¥·£¨°, ¶μ²ÊÎ ¥³ÒÌ
¨§ �–�-¨¸ÉμÎ´¨±  ¸ ´ ¶·Ö¦¥´¨¥³ Ô±¸É· ±Í¨¨ ¤μ 25 ±‚.

‚ ·¨ Í¨Ö Ô´¥·£¨¨ Ê¸±μ·¥´´ÒÌ ¨μ´μ¢ Í¨±²μÉ·μ´  „–-60 μ¸ÊÐ¥¸É¢²Ö¥É¸Ö ¶ÊÉ¥³ ¨§³¥´¥´¨Ö § -
·Ö¤  ¨μ´ , ¶·¥¤Ê¸³μÉ·¥´  É ±¦¥ ¢μ§³μ¦´μ¸ÉÓ ¶² ¢´μ° ¢ ·¨ Í¨¨ Ô´¥·£¨¨ ¨μ´μ¢ ±30% μÉ ´μ³¨-
´ ²Ó´μ° §  ¸Î¥É ¨§³¥´¥´¨Ö ³ £´¨É´μ£μ ¶μ²Ö Í¨±²μÉ·μ´ .

‚ · ³± Ì ¶·μ£· ³³Ò ¶Ê¸±μ-´ ² ¤μÎ´ÒÌ · ¡μÉ ´  Í¨±²μÉ·μ´¥ „–-60 ¡Ò² ¢Ò¶μ²´¥´ ·Ö¤ Ô±¸¶¥-
·¨³¥´Éμ¢ ¶μ Ê¸±μ·¥´¨Õ ¶ÊÎ±μ¢ § ·Ö¦¥´´ÒÌ Î ¸É¨Í ¢ μ¸´μ¢´ÒÌ ÉμÎ± Ì · ¡μÎ¥° ¤¨ £· ³³Ò:

• ¨¸¸²¥¤μ¢ ´Ò ·¥¦¨³Ò Ê¸±μ·¥´¨Ö ¨μ´μ¢  §μÉ ,  ·£μ´ , ±·¨¶Éμ´  (14N2+, 40Ar4+, 40Ar5+,
40Ar7+, 84Kr12+) ´  4-° ¨ 6-° £ ·³μ´¨± Ì ¢Ò¸μ±μÎ ¸ÉμÉ´μ£μ Ê¸±μ·ÖÕÐ¥£μ ´ ¶·Ö¦¥´¨Ö ¢μ ¢¸¥³
¤¨ ¶ §μ´¥ ¢ ·¨ Í¨¨ ³ £´¨É´μ£μ ¶μ²Ö;

• ¨¸¸²¥¤μ¢ ´Ò ¢μ§³μ¦´μ¸É¨ £·Ê¶¶¨·μ¢±¨ ¶ÊÎ±  ¸ ¶μ³μÐÓÕ ¡ ´Î¥·  ¨ ¢²¨Ö´¨¥ ¨´É¥´¸¨¢´μ¸É¨
¨´¦¥±É¨·Ê¥³μ£μ ¶ÊÎ±  ´  ÔËË¥±É¨¢´μ¸ÉÓ Ê¸±μ·¥´¨Ö;

• μ¸ÊÐ¥¸É¢²¥´ ¢Ò¢μ¤ ¶ÊÎ±  ¨§ Ê¸±μ·¨É¥²Ö ¸ ÔËË¥±É¨¢´μ¸ÉÓÕ ¡μ²¥¥ 60%;
• ¶ÊÎμ± Ê¸±μ·¥´´ÒÌ ¨μ´μ¢ ±·¨¶Éμ´  84Kr12+ ¸ Éμ±μ³ ¤μ 2 ³±� ¢Ò¢¥¤¥´ ¢ ¨μ´´μ-μ¶É¨Î¥¸±¨°

± ´ ², ¸Ëμ·³¨·μ¢ ´ ¨ ¶·μ¢¥¤¥´ ¤μ É¥Ì´μ²μ£¨Î¥¸±μ° Ê¸É ´μ¢±¨ ¶μ μ¡²ÊÎ¥´¨Õ ¶μ²¨³¥·´μ° ¶²¥´±¨.
‘Ëμ·³¨·μ¢ ´μ ¶μ²¥ μ¡²ÊÎ¥´¨Ö ¸ É·¥¡Ê¥³μ° ¶²μÉ´μ¸ÉÓÕ ¶μÉμ±  Î ¸É¨Í ¨ μ¤´μ·μ¤´μ¸ÉÓÕ, ¨ ¶·μ¢¥-
¤¥´μ Ô±¸¶¥·¨³¥´É ²Ó´μ¥ μ¡²ÊÎ¥´¨¥ ¶μ²¨³¥·´μ° ¶²¥´±¨;

• ¨¸¸²¥¤μ¢ ´Ò ·¥¦¨³Ò μ¶¥· É¨¢´μ° ±μ··¥±Í¨¨ ³ £´¨É´μ£μ ¶μ²Ö · ¤¨ ²Ó´Ò³¨ ± ÉÊÏ± ³¨
Í¨±²μÉ·μ´ .

PACS: 29.20.dg

INTRODUCTION

A specialized accelerating facility based on DC60 cyclotron has been built by the Flerov
Laboratory of Nuclear Reactions in collaboration with the Institute of Nuclear Physics (Al-
maty, Kazakhstan) for the Interdisciplinary Scientiˇc and Research Centre of the Gumilev
Euro-Asia National University (Astana, Kazakhstan) [1].

The facility is based on the heavy-ion cyclotron DC60 capable of providing intense
beams of heavy ions from lithium (Li) to xenon (Xe) in the energy range from 0.35 to
1.77 MeV/nucleon. The facility is supplied also by the 10 to 25Z low-energy beam channel.
Heavy ions are produced by the Electron Cyclotron Resonance (ECR) ion source. The whole
facility was designed, built and put into operation in 2004Ä2006.

The scientiˇc program of the new centre is oriented to solid state physics, nanotechnolo-
gies, surface modiˇcation of materials, etc. The cyclotron is supplied with three accelerated
beam channels. Each channel is provided with set of equipment to solve certain frame
problems, while one channel is assigned for specialized production of trace membranes (TM).

New methods of TM production based on different kinds of polymer ˇlms as well as
different technologies for industrial large-scale manufacturing of TM were developed at the
Flerov Laboratory of Nuclear Reactions of the Joint Institute for Nuclear Research (Dubna,
Russia). For more than 25 years the technology of nuclear ˇlter production based on irradiation
of thin ˇlms by heavy-ion beams is being developed and improved on heavy-ion cyclotrons
of National Nuclear Centers of USA, France, Germany, Japan, Russia, and other countries.



162 Gikal B. N. et al.

Heavy-ion beams of argon (Ar), krypton (Kr), xenon (Xe) of 1Ä1.5 MeV/nucleon energies
are considered as best candidates for polymer ˇlms bombardment if one would like to produce
TM 10Ä20 μm thick [2].

DC60 CYCLOTRON ARRANGEMENT

The DC60 cyclotron is a product of FLNR scientiˇc and technology experience acquired
on research of U400, U400M cyclotrons, as well as on applied technology cyclotron IC100.
Multicharge ions are produced in the ECR ion source [5, 6] and are transported by injection
channel into the centre of the cyclotron magnet [7], where main acceleration takes place.
Beam is extracted from cyclotron by the electrostatic de	ector [3].

Magnetic ˇeld of the cyclotron is of four sectors structure [4]. Radio-frequency (RF)
accelerating system consists of RF ampliˇer, transmitter line and is loaded by two quarter
wave resonators with dees. The variation of radio frequency is fulˇlled by moving short
circuit plates, located inside the resonance cavities. Two dees are disposed in the free valleys
of magnet and are mechanically connected to each other by the strap. The RF power is
supplied with one RF generator with frequency variation 11Ä17.4 MHz. The RF ampliˇer
power is 20 kW.

Heavy ions accelerated at the DC60 cyclotron

Energy,
MeV/nucleon

Beam current in Beam current at the
Ion A/Z Magnetic ˇeld, T the centre of extraction radius,

cyclotron, μA μA
14N2+ 7 1 1.42 10.5 10
14N2+ 7 1.05 1.47 1.86 1.7
14N2+ 7 1.32 1.64 1.62 1.46
20Ne3+ 6.67 1.03 1.4 2.2 2
22Ne2+ 11 0.38 1.4 1.85 1.77
40Ar4+ 10 0.65 1.64 1.5 1.4
40Ar5+ 8 0.58 1.25 0.98 0.64
40Ar5+ 8 0.98 1.63 0.61 0.52
40Ar6+ 6.67 1.06 1.4 2 1.85
40Ar7+ 5.71 1.14 1.25 1.92 1.83
84Kr12+ 7 1 1.42 2.72 2.48

Extraction system consists of electrostatic de	ector and focusing magnetic channel. Beam
energy is varied from 0.35 to 0.8 MeV/nucleon while ions are accelerated on the sixth
harmonic of main cyclotron frequency, and from 0.75 to 1.77 MeV/nucleon during acceleration
on the fourth harmonic of RF.

Three-dimensional model of the cyclotron complex is presented in Fig. 1. The snapshot
of the cyclotron facility is shown in Fig. 2. The beam transport system consists of specialized
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Fig. 1. Three-dimensional model of the DC60 facility

Fig. 2. Photo of the DC60 cyclotron facility

channel for irradiating polymer ˇlms and producing trace membranes, as well as of two
channels for scientiˇc research (Fig. 1) [9]. The cyclotron facility is supplied also with the
low-energy beam channel in order to run experiments with heavy-ion beam of 10 to 25Z
energy ions supplied from the ECR source.

INVESTIGATIONS OF ACCELERATED BEAMS

After the DC60 cyclotron assembling and commissioning at Astana site it has been put
into operation. The source operation was optimized; all cyclotron systems were adjusted and
tuned to operational mode. The TM production channel was set up.

Set of experiments with accelerated beam was provided during ˇrst beam runs. Heavy ions
in the wide range of mass-to-charge ratio A/Z and of different energies were accelerated and
delivered to the external target (see table). Projected parameters of accelerated and extracted
ion beams have been successfully realized. The following experiments were performed:
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• Regimes of acceleration of nitrogen (14N2+), argon (40Ar4+, 40Ar5+, 40Ar7+), krypton
(84Kr12+) ions have been investigated at different levels of magnetic ˇeld, as well as for
different radio frequencies and RF harmonics of acceleration.

• Operation and performance of RF buncher was investigated and set of measurements of
bunching efˇciency on injected beam intensity were carried out.

• Beam of krypton ions (84Kr12+) with intensity up to 2 μA has been extracted into the
beam channel, matched with proper shape and delivered to the technology device for polymer
ˇlm irradiation. Required 	ux density and homogeneity of irradiation ˇeld was created.
Experimental irradiation of polymer ˇlms was provided.

• Magnetic ˇeld correction by sets of trim coils was studied at different levels of main
coil excitation. Heavy ions were accelerated and extracted at all levels of ˇeld.

Also beams of 14N2+, 20Ne2,3+, 40Ar4,5,6,7+, 84Kr12+ ions were accelerated at the DC60
cyclotron with objective to complete control of main cyclotron systems. Thereby the beam
intensity during test runs was not set to maximum available values. We do hope to improve
cyclotron performance and increase beam intensity up to 30 μA for light ions (N, C, O), up
to 5 μA for krypton ions and up to 3 μA for Xe ions.

CONCLUSION

A facility based on DC60 cyclotron has been created for scientiˇc and applied research,
as well as for nanotechnologies application. During commissioning the ˇrst test beams of N,
Ne, Ar, Kr were accelerated in the energy range from 0.5 to 1.4 MeV/nucleon. The beam
parameters have been investigated, experimental polymer ˇlm irradiation was provided and
track membranes were fabricated.

The presented results were obtained during ˇrst runs. One should expect that the beam
intensity will be increased a few times and the range of accelerated ions will be much
expanded.

The authors are grateful to FLNR (Dubna) and INP (Almaty) staff and all people who
were participating in the Project and during launching of the facility.
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