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IMpunoxeHue METOIOB 1H(PPOBOit 00p GOTKH CUTH JIOB K U3MEPEHUIO
BBIXO[ 3 II 3IbIB IOLIMX HEHTPOHOB NpH AeneHnH 2> Np TEINOBbIME HEHTPOH MM

Onuc H METOOMK W3MEPEeHUs BBIXOJ 3 I 3ABIB IOLUIMX HEHTPOHOB JENEHUS, OCHOB HH 4
H OO/IydeHHH MCCIIEIyeMBIX sep 2>  Np MOIYIHPOB HHBIM C IOMOLIBIO MEX HMYECKOTO Hpe-
PBIB TeJs MOTOKOM TEIUTOBBIX HEUTPOHOB. Mest MeTo 3 MMCTBOB H U3 COBPEMEHHOH TEOpUH
CBS3Y, TI€ H JIOTUYH S MPOILEAYp MCIOb3yeTcs M MPeJoTBp ILEHUs He BTOPH3UPOB HHOTO
JTOCTYNl K MH(OPM IIMOHHBIM IOTOK M. JIJI 3TOr0 MOTOK I HHBIX, NMPEJH 3H YEHHBIX LA ITe-
pex uu yepe3 K H JIbI CBSI3U ITyOIIMYHOTO JOCTYI , CH 9 J1 MOXYJIHUPYETCS C MOMOIIBIO MTPOU3-
BOJIBHOI KOJOBO¥ MOCJIEIOB TEJIBHOCTH T KUM 00D 30M, YTO TOJIBKO IOJTyY Tejb, OO M IOLIMi
YK 3 HHOH KOIOBOIi IOCIIEOB TEIbHOCTBIO, CMOXET BOCCT HOBUTH OPHMIUH JIbHYI0 HH(OPM -
uuo. [Ipu mccnegoB HUM pe Kuuif, BbI3B HHBIX TEIUIOBBIMM HEHTPOH MH, KOJ, UCIIOIb30B H-
HBIA TSI MOIYMSALMNA HEHTPOHHOTO IMOTOK , IMPUMEHSUICS IS AEMORYISIUN CHUTH JIOB JETeK-
TOpP 3 I 30bIB IOIMUX HEHTPOHOB. TeM C MbIM I' p HTUPOB JICS HEHYJIEBOH pe3yIbT T TOJIBKO
I7S CUTH JIOB JETEKTOp , KOPPENUPOB HHBIX C MOAY/SLUEN MOTOK TEIUIOBBIX HEHTPOHOB. B
p 6oTe mpoBeaeHO cp BHEHWE p 3p 60T HHOTO METOJ C IPHUMEHSEMbIMH OOBIMHO METOJ MH
WIS TIOZOOHBIX M3MEPEHMI M IIOK 3 Hbl OCOOEHHOCTH P 3p GOT HHOTO METOX , NpPUI IoLIHe
eMy 0co0yi0 3(ppeKTUBHOCTh B YCJIOBUSAX M3MEPEHU C TPYOHO KOHTPOJIMPYEMBIMHU (POHOBBIMH
ycnoBussMu. Mcrions30B HHE B M3MEPEHMSIX CIIyd HHBIX KOJOBBIX MOCJIENOB TEJIBHOCTEH I p H-
THPYEeT K YECTBEHHOE OTeeHHe 3((eKTOB, CBI3 HHBIX C HCCIETYyeMBIM SIBIEHHEM, OT (hOHOB,
BBI3B HHBIX APYITUMH HPOLECC MH.

P 6or Bemonxen BJI 6op Topum HeitponHoil dm3uku um. U. M. ®@p vk OHAN.
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Application of Digital Signal-Processing Technique to Delayed-Neutron
Yield Measurements on Thermal-Neutron Induced Fission of 23"Np

The measurement procedure based on the continuous thermal-neutron beam modulation
with a mechanical chopper was developed for delayed-neutron yield measurement of the
thermal-neutron induced fission of 2"Np. The idea of the procedure is similar to that which
is widely used in modern communications for the nonauthorized data access prevention. The
data is modulated with predefined pattern before transmission to the public network and only
the recipient that has the modulation pattern is able to demodulate it upon reception. For the
thermal-neutron induced reaction applications, the thermal-neutron beam modulation pattern
was used to demodulate the measured delayed-neutron intensity signals on the detector output
resulting in nonzero output only for the detector signals correlated with the beam modulation
pattern. A comparison of the method with the conventional measurement procedure was
provided, and it was demonstrated that the cross-correlation procedure has special features
making it superior over the conventional one when the measured value difference from the
background is extremely small. Due to strong sensitivity of measurement procedure on the
modulation pattern of the neutron beam, one can implement the modulation pattern of specific
shape to separate the effect of the thermal part of the beam from the higher energy one in the
most confident way in a particular experiment.

The investigation has been performed at the Frank Laboratory of Neutron Physics, JINR.
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INTRODUCTION

The conventional measurement procedure of the delayed-neutron yield of
the thermal-neutron induced reaction product can usually be considered as a
three-phase procedure in which at the first phase the sample is irradiated by
thermal neutrons to produce delayed-neutron emitting nuclei. At the second
phase following immediately after the first one, the thermal-neutron irradiation
stopped and the delayed-neutron yield measurement started. Usually both the
irradiation and measurement time intervals are equal to each other and their
duration should be chosen long enough for full saturation (or decay) of the
investigated nuclei. The third phase, following the second phase, is used for
the background measurement and it also should be not shorter than the first two
phases for statistical consistency of the result. Multiple repetition of the three
phase’s procedure with summing of the acquired data improves the statistical
accuracy of the measurement to the acceptable level. For the investigated activity
to be stabilized at both the saturated and background levels one needs time usually
measured in the half-life units (T;,3) of the investigated isotope. The activity
measurement should be done at the stable levels preventing the transition phase
to be involved in the measurement causing additional time delays, usually (6-10)
Ty /2. The cross-correlation procedure contrary to conventional one utilizes the
transition phases for measurement excluding hence such time delays providing
more efficient use of the neutron beam.

As is well known [1,2], the thermal-neutron induced fission cross section
for 23"Np is very small (~ 20 mb) in comparison with a total one (170 b).
This fact causes the significant technical difficulties because of need of a huge
amount of the sample material with high intrinsic neutron radioactivity (due to
(a,n) and (n4 y) reactions in sample material) for the acceptable accuracy of
the measurements. The insensitivity of the method to neutron signals, that are
noncorrelated with modulation pattern of the beam, was its main advantage, that
additionally provided automatic subtraction of the background from any intrinsic
neutron radioactivity, for example, spontaneous fission or (a, n) reaction.



1. THE EXPERIMENTAL SET-UP

We present the slightly modified experimental set-up described already in [3—
6]. A simplified block diagram of the set-up consisting of neutron detector, the
beam chopper, and the thermal-neutron flux modulator is shown in Fig.1. A
neutron detector was made of 450 x 450 x 700 mm polyethylene block with
cylindrical channel passing through centers of both the quadrant sides of the
block. The axis of the hole with the diameter of 150 mm was oriented in parallel
to the neutron beam axis. The sample during the measurement was located at
the center of the hole and was irradiated homogeneously by the neutron beam
of approximately rectangular 15 x 150 mm shape. The distance between sample
location and the neutron source center (flight path) was about 30 m and the inner
side of the hole was covered by the metallic cadmium (Cd) sheet to protect the
detector from the thermal neutrons scattered on the sample. Twelve cylindrical
3He-proportional counters with dimensions of 32 x 500 mm were placed at equal
distances from each other on the cylinder surface with diameter of 225 mm which
was coaxial with the central cylindrical hole.
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Fig. 1. Experimental set-up

IBR-2 pulsed reactor was used as a neutron source with a pulsing cycle and
the mean power of the reactor about 5 per second and 1.5 MW, respectively. There
were two kinds of the source neutron pulses inside single reactor burst cycle with
the time structure schematically shown in Fig.2. The neutron source pulse was
created by the reactor fissile core and had the width of ~ 320us [7]. That pulse
registered by the neutron detector due to part of prompt fission neutrons born
inside the core was able to pass through the moderator and surrounding materials
almost without collisions. The thermal-neutron pulse of the source was created
by neutrons thermalized inside the reactor core and could not be seen directly by
the neutron detector, but they caused prompt fission neutrons on the target. These
prompt neutrons reproduced the TOF structure of the thermal-neutron pulse at the
detector location. The reactor intensity between succeeding bursts was considered
as consisting of three main parts: sharp fast neutron pulse, followed by wider
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Fig. 2. TOF spectrum obtained for 23 Np(ns, f). The allocation of the sampling intervals
is schematically shown in the figure

thermal-neutron pulse and the steady state flux of the source which was generated
by the reactor core continuously with the same energy spectrum as burst neutrons
but with intensity of about 7% of the total neutron flux of the IBR-2. A bent
mirror neutron guide (not shown in Fig. 1) was used to reduce (by a factor of
~ 30) the fast neutron flux at the sample position declining the thermal neutrons
from the beam axis to about 15 mm. Rotating mechanical chopper consisting
of metallic cadmium sheet (1 mm thick) with narrow slit transparent for thermal
neutrons, served to shape thermal-neutron pulses and tailor the steady state share
of the thermal-neutron flux between reactor pulses. Additional thermal-neutron
beam shutter (modulator) controlled by the data acquisition system was used to
create the thermal-neutron beam modulation pattern as shown in Fig. 3. When the
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Fig. 3. Time dependence of the PN counting rate when beam modulation was applied (full
line). The CCF between PN and beam modulation pattern (dashed line) is normalized to
total number of PN detected per modulation cycle



modulator was at the «Beam-On» state, the thermal neutron flux at the sample
location was estimated from measurement of fission rate of the 23°U sample
(~ 12.5 mg of 0.9999 enrichment) found to be 4.0 x 10* n/(s-sm?) with the
stability value no worse than 1%.

Neutron signals detected inside each reactor burst cycle were assigned to the
fast, prompt, and delayed neutrons in respect of the beam neutron TOF values
as shown in Fig.2. These signals were normalized to the 5 neutron source burst
cycles creating fast, prompt, and delayed neutron counting rate samples per source
cycle. The sequence of the samples versus the source cycle number was treated
as discrete analog of the corresponding continuous neutron counting rate function
sampled with the neutron source cycle. During the open state of the modulator,
the delayed neutron counting rate was continuously increasing until reaching the
saturation level as schematically shown in Fig.4. Then the modulator phase was
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Fig. 4. The simulated time dependence of DN counting rate (full line) along with CCF
(dashed line) between DN counting rate and the beam modulation pattern

turned to the «Beam-Off» phase terminating the thermal neutron flux for the
same time interval as at the «Beam-On» phase. At the «Beam-Off» phase of
the modulator the fast neutron intensity was not terminated, but weakened by the
scattering on the modulator to the ~ 0.98 of the value at the «Beam-On» phase
as it was evaluated from the attenuation of the fast neutron pulse. The delayed-
neutron counting rate at the saturation level in respect to the background level
for the given target depended on the fission rate of the target nuclei. The fission
rate of the target can be evaluated from simultaneously measured total number of
prompt and delayed neutrons using the 7, value available from the literature and
using 23°U(ngy,f) reaction for the calibration as explained in the next chapter.



2. DATA ACQUISITION AND DATA ANALYSIS SYSTEM

The specialized data acquisition system based on IBM-PC plug-in card as-
sociated with the data acquisition and data analysis software was developed for
measurement and evaluation of the prompt and the delayed neutron counting
rate functions. In the present report only a brief review of the electronics was
provided, the detailed description is available in [3]. The data acquisition elec-
tronics was triggered by the reactor «T-Zero» signal for the thermal neutron TOF
measurement. The data acquisition card had 4096 channels of 48 us each, and
it sampled neutron intensity function during ~ 197 ms out of the 200 ms time
interval between successive bursts of the reactor. After collecting 5 successive
bursts of the reactor, the acquired TOF spectrum was recorded to the PC hard
disk along with the information on the beam modulation phase. The beam mod-
ulation phase was controlled by the part of the data acquisition software for the
synchronization of the beam modulation with the data acquisition. The duration
of the beam modulation phase was chosen to be 200 seconds, so for both the
phases 1000 TOF distributions were recorded. As was described in the previous
chapter, the TOF distributions were used to produce fast (FN), prompt (PN), and
delayed neutron (DN) counting rates. All signals making up the TOF distribution
were divided into three groups related to the fast (0 < TOF < 1.5 ms), prompt
(1.5 < TOF < 24 ms), and delayed (24 < TOF < 180 ms) neutrons according to
the TOF values. The numbers of counts in the individual groups were considered
as discrete samples of the corresponding counting rates. The prompt neutron
counting rate measured for 23"Np(ny,, f) reaction is shown in Fig.3 (solid line)
along with the cross-correlation function (CCF) between the beam modulation
and the PN rate (dashed line) calculated using the formula:

T

T
PNcer(t) = MLN /PN(T)M(t — 7)dr, where My = %/M(t)dt. (1)
0 0

The CCF was normalized to the total number of PN detected per period of modula-
tion function. Because the DN counting rate measured in the same experiment had
significant constant background and noise basement, the simulated DN counting
rate is presented in Fig. 4 along with the CCF for reference. The time dependence
of the measured DN counting rate is shown in Fig. 5, and the corresponding CCF
presented in Fig. 6 was calculated using the following formula:

T T
1 1
DNccr(t) = N /DNN(T) x M (t—7)dr, where the N = T /M(T)dT. (2)
0 0
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Fig. 5. The time dependence of DN counting rate measured in 2*"Np(n,,, f) reaction with
20 g neptunium sample when beam modulation was applied
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Fig. 6. The time dependence of the CCF between DN counting rate and beam modulation
pattern measured in 2*"Np(n;, f) reaction with 20 g neptunium sample when beam
modulation was applied

It is clear from the comparison of the CCF with the original counting rate functions
that the CCF had better signal-to-noise ratio due to that CCF is suppressing
the frequency components in the original signal which are not present in the
modulation function. For further improvement of the signal-to-noise ratio, the
CCF and ACF functions were reduced to the single period of the modulation
function by summing. We used the ACF for the DN because it produced better
signal-to-noise ratio than the CCF. Analyzing the correlation of the FN counting
rate with the neutron beam modulation we found the modulation pattern similar
to that presented in Fig, 3 for PN. That fact we explained by loss of the fast
neutrons after scattering on the cadmium sheet of the beam modulator. The



value of the modulation was found to be compatible with the delayed-neutron
counting rate and it was taken into account in data analysis for correct evaluation
of the delayed-neutron yield as follows. As was mentioned earlier the constant
background in the TOF spectrum was created by the steady state flux of the IBR-2
core and it had the same spectrum as the pulsed flux. That is why the same flux
reduction due to scattering at the modulator can be expected for the steady state
background as for the FN pulse. When the correlation functions are properly
normalized, then their average values for the period of modulation function are
equal to the number of FN, PN, or DN detected per period plus the average
constant background counting rate. Denoting the integral values of PN and DN
counts per period as Npn and Npy, respectively, one can write the following

equation:
Npn  Npn

3)
VpEp Vd4€d

Right and left sides of the equation represent the thermal neutron induced fission

rates calculated using PN and DN counts for the same measurement time interval.

The values v, ¢, are the average number of prompt neutrons per fission event

and neutron detector efficiency for PN, and v4, £q are corresponding values for

DN. Rewriting formula (3) to the following form:

NpN Ep
= N —]/p7
DN €d

“)

Vq

one can find v, using measured values Npyn, Npn and available from the literature
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the v, value. The remaining parameter £ can be obtained from calibration
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measurement with 235U sample considering formula (5) as the equation in respect
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Fig. 7. The time dependence of the CCF between PN counting rate and beam modulation
pattern measured in 2*"Np(nqn, f) reaction with 20 g neptunium sample reduced to the
one cycle of the beam modulation pattern
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Fig. 8. The time dependence of the CCF between FN counting rate and beam modulation
pattern measured in 23"Np(nqn, f) reaction with 20 g neptunium sample reduced to the
one cycle of the beam modulation pattern
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Fig. 9. The time dependence of the CCF between DN counting rate and beam modulation
pattern measured in 2*"Np(n.n, f) reaction with 20 g neptunium sample reduced to the
one cycle of the beam modulation pattern

€ . . .
to -2 using value of v4 for the 2357 from the literature. Finally the measurement

€d
of delayed neutron yield reduces to the measurement of values Npy, Npn, which
evaluated using functions measured for 237Np(nth, f) reaction and presented in
Figs. 7-9.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The method discussed above was applied to delayed-neutron yield measure-
ment of thermal-neutron induced fission of 23"Np and the following result was



found for ~ 90 hours measurement:
vg = 0.0114 £ 0.0009.

Comparing the value vy for the 23"Np(ny,, f) reaction with the previous result
reported in [6], one can found difference of about 3% which we explain by the
neglecting in [6] of the background modulation by the beam shutter described
above.

To demonstrate the power and the sensitivity of the developed method, a
series of special measurements was carried out with very small ~ 1 mg sample
of the 235U with background conditions as for 23”Np target. Under this condition
measured in the different series, the delayed-neutron yield for thermal-neutron
induced fission of 23°U was in good agreement with the results obtained with a
235U sample of 12.5 mg measured in normal background conditions.

Finally, the presented method provides at least twice higher value of the
thermal-neutron beam utilization efficiency in comparison with the traditional
procedure as was implemented in [6].
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